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REGISTRATION OF CAS(SA) WITH OTHER PROFESSIONAL BODIES 

 

As a CA(SA) you may be eligible to register as a member with a number of international accountancy 
bodies. These agreements are in place for membership rights only and there are usually other 
requirements in place for audit rights. 

SAICA has agreements with the bodies listed below. We have also included, under the heading Other 
Professional Bodies, information on registration requirements for CAs(SA) for a number of professional 
bodies with whom SAICA does not have any formal recognition agreements. 

Please note the following important contact information: 

How to request a letter of good standing 

Please visit our member portal at https://my.saica.co.za to log your request. Once logged onto the porta, 
click on the menu labelled “Profile”, then look for the menu labelled "manage membership", then click on 
“confirm membership details”, a pop-up menu will appear where will be able to select the checkbox for 
"letter of good standing" .  

 

Alternatively if you want to give special instructions (e.g. emailing letter to a third party, like NASBA/CPA 
Canada/CAANZ) to SAICA or attached additional documents, go to the "new queries" menu to log a new 
query (the area would "membership", the category would "confirm membership" and the subcategory 
would "Letter of good standing"). The system will issue you with an email confirming your request is 
received and a case will reflect as open under the "queries" menu. 

 

https://my.saica.co.za/
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If you are struggling to log onto the member portal, please send your query to saica@saica.co.za or call 
+27 11 621 6600. 

Please note that the information presented below is correct as at 1 January 2022. Please verify 
the information on the relevant institute’s website.  

 

1. RECIPROCAL MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENTS (RMAs) WITH SAICA: 

a) Chartered Accountants Australia and New Zealand (CAANZ) 

b) Chartered Accountants Ireland (CAI) 

c) CPA Canada (CPAC) 

d) Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants (HKICPA) 

e) Institute of Chartered Accountants of England and Wales (ICAEW) 

f) Institute of Chartered Accountants of Scotland (ICAS) 

 

2. MUTUAL RECOGNITION AGREEMENTS (MRAs) WITH SAICA: 

a) Eswatini Institute of Accountants (EIA) 

b) Institute of Chartered Accountants of Namibia (ICAN) 

c) Institute of Chartered Accountants of Zimbabwe (ICAZ) 

d) Lesotho Institute of Accountants (LIA) 

 

 

 

  

mailto:saica@saica.co.za
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3. PATHWAY TO MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENTS WITH SAICA: 

a) American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) 

b) Chartered Institute of Management Accountants (CIMA) 

c) Institute of Certified Public Accountants of Kenya (ICPAK) 

d) Institute of Chartered Accountants of England and Wales (ICAEW) through their Pathways Route 

e) Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) 

 

4. OTHER PROFESSIONAL BODIES 

a) Botswana Institute of Chartered Accountants (BICA)  

b) Royal Dutch Institute of Chartered Accountants (the NBA) 

c) Zambia Institute of Chartered Accountants (ZICA)  
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1. RECIPROCAL MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENTS (RMA): 

 

a) CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND (CA ANZ)  

CAs(SA) can apply for full CA membership with the CA ANZ. 

 

SAICA members must meet the following criteria before making an application for CA ANZ Membership: 

 be a current full member in good standing of SAICA 

 gained their membership through the relative Professional Pathway Program (not through a third-
party arrangement) 

 obtain a Letter of Good Standing from SAICA. The letter must be dated within 3 months of the date 
of your application for membership. 

Documents required for application: 

 Two references from current CA ANZ members (CAs): Your referees should indicate in their own 
words how long they have known you and in what capacity, and be able to attest to your professional 
experience. They should also state their support for your application for membership and provide 
detail of your contribution to business or the profession. If you are unable to find two CA ANZ referees, 
we will accept one from a CA ANZ member and one from a member of another Global Accounting 
Alliance (https://www.globalaccountingalliance.com/) body. If you do use a member of another 
accounting body, CAANZ will need confirmation of their membership. CAANZ can usually confirm 
their membership if they provide their name, membership number, city of residence, and date of 
admission. If CAANZ cannot confirm their membership details, CAANZ will require a letter of good 
standing from their home body.  

 An original certified letter must be obtained from SAICA stating your membership number, that you 
are a current financial member in good standing, how you were admitted i.e. via normal admission 
or reciprocal agreement and the date that you became a full member. This letter needs to be dated 
within three (3) months of application received date.  

Application form 

Note: Should you be registered with the CA ANZ as a CA, you will not be required to retain membership 
of SAICA, although it is recommended. 

Enquiries 

 

https://www.charteredaccountantsanz.com/become-a-member/memberships/pathway-for-members-of-overseas-accounting-bodies/global-accounting-alliance-member-bodies#Step%201
https://www.globalaccountingalliance.com/
https://charteredaccountantsanz.force.com/MyCA/s/login/SelfRegister?d=%2Fs%2Fspecialadmissions
https://charteredaccountantsanz.force.com/MyCA/s/login/SelfRegister?d=%2Fs%2Fspecialadmissions
https://www.charteredaccountantsanz.com/contact-us
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b) CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS IRELAND (CAI)  

CAs(SA) can apply for full CA membership with the CAI.  

 

Usually applicants to Chartered Accountants Ireland will have to undertake local company law and 
taxation exams before being allowed to become members.      

Note: Should you be registered with the CAI as a CA, you will be required to retain membership of 
SAICA. 

Enquiries 

 

https://www.charteredaccountants.ie/Members/Your-Institute/Admissions-to-Membership/Reciprocal-membership
mailto:registry@charteredaccountants.ie
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c) CPA CANADA (CPAC)  

CAs(SA) can apply for full CPA membership with the CPAC. 

(CPA is a Chartered Professional Accountant in Canada) 

 

To obtain the Canadian CPA designation, eligible South African CAs must register with the 
appropriate provincial/regional CPA body by: 

1. completing the International Candidate Application Form and sending it to the provincial/regional 
CPA body to which you intend to apply 

2. completing the Certification of Membership with GAA Bodies form 

3. providing confirmation that you are a CA in good standing with the SAICA; confirmation must be 
provided by the SAICA directly to the provincial/regional CPA body 

4. providing proof of your legal name as evidenced by acceptable government-issued documentation 

5. paying the appropriate fee as determined by the applicable provincial/regional CPA body 

6. completing any additional requirements as prescribed by the applicable provincial/regional CPA 
body 

Maintenance of membership 

In order to maintain membership with the applicable provincial/regional CPA body through this 
agreement, you must successfully complete the CPA Reciprocity Professional Development course 
(CPARPD) within two years of your official membership admission date. This course consists of 
approximately 20 hours of online study in Canadian tax, law and ethics in a modular form. Applicants 
must register for this course through their provincial/regional CPA body. 

Pathway requirements for licensure 

While the CPA profession strives for national consistency, provincial regulations and bylaws take 
precedence over national practical experience requirements. Applicants should refer to provincial 
regulations and bylaws for the specific requirements in each jurisdiction. 

Once eligible to become a member of a provincial/regional CPA body, you may receive a license to 
practice public accounting in Canada if you meet the following criteria: 

 meet any additional Canadian CPA experience requirements for public accounting, which may 
include at least 1,250 chargeable hours in assurance, of which a minimum of 625 hours must be 
obtained in the audit of historical financial information 

Appropriate audit experience: 

 if obtained in South Africa, may count towards meeting the more than 1,250 / 625 chargeable 
hours' requirement 

 must occur within five years of application to the provincial/regional CPA body 

You must also: 

 meet any additional experience requirements for public accounting specific to the 
provincial/regional CPA body in which you seek the right to audit, and to other services requiring 
provincial registration or licensure 

https://www.cpacanada.ca/en/become-a-cpa/international-credential-recognition/international-recognition-agreements/international-members-seeking-canadian-cpa
https://www.cpacanada.ca/en/the-cpa-profession/cpa-provincial-and-regional-accounting-bodies
https://www.cpacanada.ca/-/media/site/operational/ec-education-certification/docs/01526-ec_mra-rma-international-applicant-form_en.pdf?la=en&hash=34699F41C856D724E26AE546750C42BF8CD3DECE
https://www.cpacanada.ca/-/media/site/operational/ec-education-certification/docs/01538-ec_request-for-certification-of-membership-with-the-gaa-bodies_en.pdf?la=en&hash=487133677B8A96BCB4961DE0C211CE9DC57C8272
https://www.cpacanada.ca/en/become-a-cpa/international-credential-recognition/cpa-reciprocity-professional-development-course
https://www.cpacanada.ca/en/become-a-cpa/international-credential-recognition/cpa-reciprocity-professional-development-course
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 complete the CPA Reciprocity Education and Examination (CPARE) program 

 applicants must register in the CPARE program through their provincial/regional CPA body 

 applicants who pass the CPARE program within two years of obtaining membership with a 
provincial/regional CPA body will not be required to also complete the CPARPD 

Note: Should you be registered with the CPAC as a CA, you will not be required to retain membership 
of SAICA, although it is recommended. 

Enquiries 

 

https://www.cpacanada.ca/en/become-a-cpa/international-credential-recognition/cpar-program
mailto:member.services@cpacanada.ca
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d) HONG KONG INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS (HKICPA)  

CAs(SA) can apply for full CPA membership with the HKICPA. 

 

Membership application form R-3 is downloadable from the HKICPA website at www.hkicpa.org.hk. 

A letter of good standing issued by SAICA within 2 months from the date of receipt of your Form R-3 by 
HKICPA must be produced to support your application.  

Note: Should you be registered with the HKICPA as a CPA, you will not be required to retain membership 
of SAICA, although it is recommended. 

Enquiries 

https://www.hkicpa.org.hk/en/Membership/Registration-and-licensing/Recognition-of-overseas-bodies
https://www.hkicpa.org.hk/-/media/HKICPA-Website/HKICPA/section3_registration/Register-as-a-CPA/pdf-file/form/form-r3.pdf
https://www.hkicpa.org.hk/-/media/HKICPA-Website/HKICPA/section3_registration/Register-as-a-CPA/pdf-file/form/cabodies.pdf
mailto:admission@hkicpa.org.hk


v.5 – 1 January 2022 9 

 

e) INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS OF ENGLAND AND WALES (ICAEW) 

CAs(SA) can apply for full ACA membership with the ICAEW. 

 

To become an ICAEW member you need to: 

 have obtained membership of SAICA by complying with its training and examinations requirements 

 provide a Letter of Good Standing from SAICA in support of your application 

 maintain membership of SAICA 

 comply with ICAEW CPD obligations and submit an annual declaration that you have done so; and 

 comply with ICAEW's Code of Ethics 

Application form 

Note: Should you be registered with the ICAEW as an ACA, you will be required to retain membership of 
SAICA. 

Enquiries 

 

https://www.icaew.com/membership/becoming-a-member/members-of-other-bodies/members-of-other-bodies-a-z/saica-members-join-icaew
https://www.icaew.com/-/media/corporate/files/join-us/members-of-other-bodies/reciprocal-membership-application-saica-2020.ashx?la=en
mailto:contactus@icaew.com
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f) INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS OF SCOTLAND (ICAS) 

CAs(SA) can apply for full CA membership with ICAS. 

 

To apply for reciprocal membership with ICAS, you will be required submit the following documentation: 

 Application form for Reciprocal Membership completed fully and signed - Request application form 

Note: Should you be registered with the ICAEW as an ACA, you will be required to retain membership of 
SAICA. 

 

Enquiries 

 

https://www.icas.com/members/manage-my-membership/reciprocal-membership-arrangements
mailto:professionalservices@icas.com
mailto:professionalservices@icas.com
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2. MUTUAL RECOGNITION AGREEMENTS (MRA): 

 

a) INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS OF NAMIBIA (ICAN)  

CAs(SA) can apply for full CA membership with ICAN. 

 

For membership with ICAN you are required to: 

 complete the membership application form 

 submit a copy of your ID 

 submit a letter in good standing from SAICA. 

 

Note: Should you be registered with ICAN as a CA, you will be required to retain membership of SAICA. 

Enquiries 

http://www.icancpd.net/
mailto:wilna@ca-nam.com
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b) INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS OF ZIMBABWE (ICAZ))  

CAs(SA) can apply for full CA membership with ICAZ. 

 

Documents required for application: 

 Letter of good standing from SAICA 

 Membership application form and its requirements 

 Paying the required application fees 

Note: Should you be registered with ICAZ as a CA, you will be required to retain membership of SAICA. 

Enquiries 

https://www.icaz.org.zw/Members/How_to_become_a_CA/Members/How_to_become_a_CA1.aspx
https://www.icaz.org.zw/iMISDocs/memapp.pdf
mailto:registry@icaz.org.zw
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3. PATHWAY TO MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENTS: 

 

a) AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS (AICPA) 

 

The CPA designation is granted by one of the fifty-five U.S. state/territory boards of accountancy; some 
additional requirements apply (list of State Boards).  

To obtain the US CPA credential, an eligible holder of a CA(SA) credential must: 

a) Hold at least a baccalaureate or higher degree; 

b) Have successfully completed the SAICA accredited Postgraduate Graduate qualification, and have 
successfully completed the SAICA Initial Test of Competence and the SAICA Assessment of 
Professional Competence; 

c) Must be in compliance with SAICA’s CPD requirements;  

d) Have completed an additional 12 months of relevant work experience after obtaining the CA(SA) 
credential before they will be eligible to write the IQEX exam;  

e) Pass the International Qualification Examination (IQEX). This is a four-hour exam which is one 
section of the Uniform CPA Exam covering ethics, professional and legal responsibilities, business 
law and taxation related specifically to US accounting practice; and 

f) Upon successfully passing the IQEX, apply to a State Board.  

To sit for the IQEX, an eligible holder must take the following steps (please note that the following list is 
not intended to be a comprehensive list): 

a) Create an online user account with NASBA; 

b) Complete an application form; 

c) Obtain a letter of good standing from SAICA. This letter will confirm that that Eligible Holder has 
met the eligibility requirements and must be sent directly to NASBA by SAICA; and 

d) Pay the requisite fees. 

The process for applying to a State Board differs depending upon the US jurisdiction to which an 
eligible holder applies. However, in general, an eligible holder must take the following steps (please 
note that the following list is not intended to be a comprehensive list, and licensure is fully at the 
discretion and direction of the State Boards and their authorising statutes): 

a) Select a State Board and complete the State Board’s application; 

b) Request NASBA to report her/his IQEX score to the State Board; and 

c) Satisfy the State Board’s requirements which may include: 

i. Specific educational course work, 

ii. Passing an ethics exam and/or CPE course, 

iii. Providing evidence of the eligible holder’s good character and/or reconfirmation of some of the 
eligibility requirements,  

iv. Providing evidence that the eligible holder is in compliance with the State Board CPE 
requirements, and 

https://www.aicpa.org/membership/join/international-associate.html
http://www.nasba.org/
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v. Paying the State Board’s fees. 

 

Remaining a CPA 

To remain licensed as a CPA after initial admission, you need to comply with the State Board’s rules 
and regulations. 
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b) INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS OF KENYA (ICPAK) 

CAs(SA) can apply for ICPAK membership after completing certain requirements, outlined below. 

 

Members in good standing with SAICA and who meet the following requirements will be eligible for ICPAK 
membership: 

 A graduate, i.e. a holder of a university degree, 

 has gained at least 2 (two) years’ appropriate experience after first registering with SAICA, and 

 has passed the Kenya Accountants and Secretaries National Examinations Board’s (KASNEB) 
examinations in Public Finance and Taxation and Company Law or the equivalent examinations as 
defined by KASNEB from time to time, will be eligible for ICPAK membership. 

Membership application 

Note: Should you be registered with ICPAK as a CPA, you will be required to retain membership of 
SAICA. 

Enquiries 

 

https://www.icpak.com/icpak-signs-an-mor-with-saica/
https://www.icpak.com/icpakportal/#signup
mailto:icpak@icpak.com
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c) INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS OF INDIA (ICAI) 

CAs(SA) can apply for ICAI membership after completing certain requirements, outlined below. 

 

 Have gained at least two years’ appropriate experience after first registering with SAICA, and  

 Have successfully completed following ICAI examinations: 

o Taxation 

o Company Law; and 

o Information Systems Control and Audit. 

Membership application 

Note: Should you be registered with ICAI as a CA, you will be required to retain membership of SAICA. 

 

Enquiries 

 

https://www.icai.org/post.html?post_id=14858
https://resource.cdn.icai.org/30566form2A-20388-IA.pdf
mailto:sarita.madan@icai.in
mailto:sarita.madan@icai.in
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4. OTHER PROFESSIONAL BODIES 

 

a) BOTSWANA INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS (BICA))  

CAs(SA) can apply for full membership with BICA. 

 

CAs(SA) are required to  

 have gained at least three years’ appropriate experience after first registering with SAICA 

 be resident in Botswana. 

The following documents are required to apply for BICA Membership: 

 Certified Copy of Passport /ID 

 Certified Copies of Certificates evidencing (a) Examination passed (b) Academic qualification (c) 
University degree (d) Professional qualifications 

 Evidence of being a fully paid-up member, in good standing of SAICA 

 Letters of reference from two people who are members of SAICA who are able to vouch from personal 
knowledge for your work experience and suitably for membership  

 Two Reference Letters from BICA active member 

 Employment Certificate 

 Police clearance certificate 

 

Membership application 

 

 

http://www.bica.org.bw/index.php/bica-content/cid/92/membership-requirements/
http://www.bica.org.bw/common_up/bica/files/DIRECT%20ADMISSION%20FORMS.pdf
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b) ESWATINI INSTITUTE OF ACCOUNTANTS (EIA) 

CAs(SA) can apply for full membership with SIA. 

 

Applicants must be Swazi citizens or holders of valid residence permit and be resident in Swaziland at 
the time of application. If not Swazi citizens, they must normally reside in Eswatini for at least 8 months 
in each year of validity of their residence permits. 

CAs(SA) who wish to obtain Audit Practicing Certificates, must also pass the SIA "Conversion" 
examination relevant to Swazi Taxation, Company Law, Insolvency and the Administration of Estates. 

 

Enquiries 

 

  

http://www.sia.org.sz/index.php/membership-criteria
mailto:sia@realnet.co.sz
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c) ROYAL DUTCH INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS (NBA) 

 

SAICA has an agreement with the NBA to facilitate the registration of CAs(SA) for a Certificate of 
Professional Competence for purposes of potential registration with the Dutch Accountancy Register of 
the Royal Dutch Institute of Chartered Accountants (the NBA) as Registeraccountant and to carry the 
legally protected title RA. 

 

The application form can be obtained from Adri Kleinhans at adrik@saica.co.za. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nba.nl/
mailto:adrik@saica.co.za
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ZAMBIA INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS (ZICA)  

CAs(SA) are eligible for ZICA membership at Provisional Associate level.  

 

ZICA membership is mandatory to all accountants in Zambia. Section 18 of the Accountants Act of 2008 
reads; “A person shall not, unless the person is registered as a Chartered accountant under this act hold 
out as a chartered accountant”. Subsection (4) a person, firm, company or government agency shall not 
employ or engage an Affiliate, Fellow, Technician, Licentiate, Associate and Graduate or any person who 
is not a member of the Institute or registered under this Act as an accountant. 

CAs(SA) holding a minimum of three years’ practical experience, two such years being post qualifying, 
can be admitted into membership. 

Chartered Members of the Institute may decide to be in public practice or work in industry. ZICA members 
in public practice are classified under the following two categories: 

i) Full Audit Practicing Certificate Members 

ii) Non-Audit Practicing Certificate Members 

Full Audit 

To be eligible to obtain a full audit practicing certificate, a member shall have  

 Been certified by a professional body or a body recognised under section thirteen of the accountants 
Act 2008 to have complied with the education and training requirements; 

 Possess competence to practice over a period of more than seven years between the date of 
complying with the education and training requirements and the date of the application (7 years post 
qualification). 

 Passed the competence practice examination set by the Institute 

Note that the seven years’ experience for full Audit practising Certificate must all be in audit in a public 
practice firm and must be of a wider and deeper nature than that required for membership. The 
experience must be reviewed by an APPROVED PRINCIPAL and confirmed by a SUPERVISING 
PRINCIPAL. 

Non- audit 

To be eligible to obtain a non-audit practicing certificate, a member shall have 

 Been certified by a professional body or a body recognised under section thirteen of the accountants 
Act 2008 to have complied with the education and training requirements; 

 Obtained competence to practice over a period of more than seven years between the date of 
complying with the education and training requirements and the date of the application (7 years post 
qualification). 

 Passed the competence practice examination set by the Institute. 

The experience must be of a wider and deeper nature than that required for membership and should 
cover any of the following areas: Financial Reporting, Taxation (Personal, Corporate and any other 
related areas), Management Accounting, Financial Management, and Strategic and Risk Management.  
The experience must be confirmed by a SUPERVISOR(S). 
 

https://www.zica.co.zm/
https://www.zica.co.zm/competence-practice-examination-cpe/
https://www.zica.co.zm/competence-practice-examination-cpe/

